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The Dead Church
Rev 3:1-6 Psa 85:6 2 Cor 13:5-6 Heb 10:24-25

The church at Sardis was described by Christ as being dead. It looked vibrant on
the outside, but was spiritually lifeless. It was Christian in name only, similar to the
Pharisees whom Christ likens to whitewashed graves (Mat 23:27).

What was dead and in need of revival in this church? Unlike other churches, Sardis
faced no persecution from outside forces or false teachings within. Its problem
was complacency. Because it lacked spiritual vitality in everything it did, its works
were not accepted by Christ. Paul described such Christians as those who have a
form of Godliness, but deny its power in their lives (2 Tim 3:5).

So, Christ commands them to wake up and strengthen what still remains; to obey
and repent, or else He would come like a thief, catching them unaware.

While most in the church at Sardis were in a dead spiritual state, Christ
acknowledges the faithful few who had not defiled their clothes. They were
promised a walk with Him, and to be dressed in white garments. Christ will never
punish the faithful with the unfaithful. This metaphor of white garments is
mentioned repeatedly in Revelation, and it always implies righteousness that is
given as a free gift to God’s people who trust the finished work of Christ.

The righteous saints in Sardis were also promised that their names would not be
removed from the book of life. This metaphor was familiar to them because
ancient Greek cities (including Sardis) kept registers of the names of their citizens.
Criminals were removed from this civil register and lost their citizenship.

Finally, Jesus promised to acknowledge the names of the overcomers in Sardis
before His Father, echoing Matthew 10:32 — “Whoever acknowledges me before
men, | will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”

Points for Discussion

1. What are some signs of spiritual lifelessness and need for revival?
2. How can we “wake up” and strengthen what remains in our spiritual lives?



